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BEST CUPCAKES

384 Hayes (at Franklin), 626-1211;

10 a.m.-2 p.m. Thursdays at the Ferry Plaza
Farmers' Market, One Ferry Plaza

(Market and Embarcadero)
www.arlequincafe.com

San Francisco's cupcake wars keep esca- :
lating, as new shops open with surprising | y
frequency and established boutiques outfit |
catering trucks to take their dainty delights

on the road. Sitting on the sidelines, a Swit-
zerland of cupcakes if you will, is pastry
chef-slash-genius Luis Villavelazquez

of Absinthe and its sister, Arlequin to

Go. Villavelazquez has quietly baked up

the most innovative cupcakes in town in

haute flavors like candycap (mushroom)
caramel; squash, cream cheese, and brown |
butter; and cocoa nib, huckleberry, and

violet. You can find one or two varieties of
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